Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
CELEBRATES 30TH ANNIVERSARY
This past Sunday marked 30 years since the
Americans with Disabilities Act was signed into
law.
Modeled after the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and
designed to reduce instances of discrimination
against people with physical and intellectual
disabilities, the 1990 bill requires employers to
provide reasonable accommodations for their
differently-abled employees, and imposes
accessibility requirements in public spaces.
"The work is not done, but having enforceable
legislation has resulted in, I think, the kinds of cultural
changes we were hoping for.” Jo Ann Simons,
Northeast Arc President and CEO.

ItemLive.Com click here

COMING SOON IN SEPTEMBER!
Northeast Arc's Assistive Technology
Lending Center

Demanding to Be Heard: LatinX Parents of Children
with Autism and other Disabilities
Diana Santiago is a Senior Attorney focusing on
special education matters. As project director for
MAC’s Proyecto Acceso a la Educación Especial,
Diana offers special education advocacy and
training to Latinx parents of children with
disabilities and participates in administrative and
legislative advocacy to remove access barriers for
Latinx children with disabilities.
"MAC is hopeful that, in collabora on with families,
educators, and partners like the Northeast Arc, we
can build support for La nX parents of children
with disabili es and increase public recogni on of the crucial role they play in their children’s
educa on".
LatinX parents, advocates that work in LatinX communities, and the legislators that envisioned and
drafted the IDEA have long understood the importance of language access in special education.
Without adequate interpretation and translation for parents who need it, the IEP Team misses the of
the person who has the deepest understanding of and investment in the child.
Unfortunately, language access is often overlooked. Some school districts do the very minimum,
and many others do not even do that. Language access barriers remain due to the reality that parents
whose first language is not English also face barriers to enforcing their rights. Despite this, many
advocates for parents of children with disabilities are hopeful for real change in the way that
schools respond to the needs of linguistically and culturally diverse families as a result of COVID
distance learning.

Click here to read this article in English and Spanish

RSVP to Heather Burgess for All These Events
RSVP to Heather

The Arc of Massachusetts in
collaboration with the Northeast
Arc and other Arc’s affiliates are
asking all of us to BE COUNTED!
Results from the 2020 Census will
be used to: Direct billions of
dollars in federal funds to local
communities, for schools , roads,
and other public services.
The census only happens once a
decade, and if we get it wrong,
we live our mistakes for the next
10 years.
CLICK HERE TO COMPLETE
THE CENSUS 2020

The Learning Center (TLC) at the Northeast Arc
Will offer Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) in a specialty child care setting. It is an
alternative clinical delivery model for ABA therapy to that of the home setting,
allowing children (infant to age 5) with an Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) or
behavioral diagnosis to access services in a classroom, large outdoor play areas, and
community setting.
TLC will be officially open on July 13th. 2020. The Center will be doing virtual tours
for anyone interested. Referrals can go to the TLC intake coordinator Nilsa Viera

(nviera@ne-arc.org) for initial info and to get on our wait list.
The Learning Center at Northeast Arc, is located in 6 Southside Road in Danvers.

NeArc Transition Services

Person centered
planning empowers

An alternative to
guardianship, Supported

individuals with a disability to
live life as they define it.
PCP focuses on assisting
individuals who do not have
a positive control or are at a
risk of losing positive control,
because of social response
to the presence of a
disability. Having control
ultimately leads to a better
life with greater inclusion as
a valued contributing
member of the community. It
puts the individual in charge
of defining life's goals.

Decision Making is
intended to help people with
disabilities become more
proficient and experienced
with making decisions. The
program is based on the
premise that individuals with
disabilities should have their
own voice and autonomy as
much as possible and be
respected by others. Help
promote independence and
reduce vulnerability with the
Supported Decision Making
program!

The Healthy Relationships
and Sexuality program is an
opportunity for young men
and women to learn more
about relationships, public
vs. private information and
interactions, friendship,
communication, decision
making and safety.
Programs are available for
individuals ages 14 to 22.

More information on Transition Services

The Family Support Center's Team is here for you
Please call us with any questions or concerns
Jessica Devine, Sr. Program Coordinator
jdevine@ne-arc.org
978-624-2342
Sarah Wilsey, Clinical Coordinator of Individualized Adult Supports and Transi on
swilsey@ne-arc.org
978-219-9602
Heather Burgess, Adult Specialist Merrimack Valley
hburgess@ne-arc.org
978-624-2333
Aymee Lucifora, Program Director
alucifora@ne-arc.org
978-624-2381

We know this is a stressful me, but we are here to oﬀer support for you and your family.
Take care, and be well.
The Family Resource Center Staﬀ

Northeast Arc Family Resource Center
Gloria Ricardi Castillo
WE ARE FAMILY, Editor
Family Support Centers, Director

Contact Us
General Services
6 Southside Road
Danvers, MA 01923
978-762-8352
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