
PEABODY VETERANS MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL  
 SUMMER READING 2020 

  
The Peabody K-12 Summer Reading Program supports the educational growth and development of students as lifelong 

learners. Did you know that students can lose up to 2 months of reading skills over the summer? Summer reading helps to 
maintain the child’s reading ability, thus ensuring a smoother transition from grade to grade. In addition, summer reading 

encourages an appreciation of literature, and enhances learning by offering a variety of themes.  
 
Important Information: 
✸ Students choose ONE book from the list below. During the first weeks of school, teachers will 

administer an assessment of the reading. 
 

✸ Students may TAKE ORIGINAL NOTES of characters, events, conflicts, setting and themes if they 
choose. It is not required. 

 
✸ To see book talks on the different books, click here. There is also a link on the bottom of each page. 

Students must use their student email account to log in. 
  

 

Puddin’ by Julie Murphy 
Genre: Contemporary Young Adult 
 
It is a companion novel to Dumplin', which follows supporting characters from the first book in the 
months after Willowdean's star turn in the Clover City pageant. 
 
Millie Michalchuk has gone to fat camp every year since she was a girl. Not this year. This year she 
has new plans to chase her secret dream—and to kiss her crush. Callie Reyes is the pretty girl who 
is next in line for dance team captain and has the popular boyfriend. But when it comes to other 
girls, she’s more frenemy than friend. When circumstances bring the girls together over the course 
of a semester, they will surprise everyone (especially themselves) by realizing they might have more 
in common than they ever imagined. 

 

Truly, Devious by Maureen Johnson 
Genre: Young Adult Mystery 
 
Ellingham Academy is a famous private school in Vermont for the brightest thinkers, inventors, and artists. It 
was founded by Albert Ellingham, an early twentieth century tycoon, who wanted to make a wonderful place 
full of riddles, twisting pathways, and gardens. “A place,” he said, “where learning is a game.” 
 
Shortly after the school opened, his wife and daughter were kidnapped. The only real clue was a mocking riddle 
listing methods of murder, signed with the frightening pseudonym “Truly, Devious.” It became one of the great 
unsolved crimes of American history. 
 
True-crime aficionado Stevie Bell is set to begin her first year at Ellingham Academy, and she has an ambitious 
plan: She will solve this cold case. That is, she will solve the case when she gets a grip on her demanding new 
school life and her housemates: the inventor, the novelist, the actor, the artist, and the jokester. But 
something strange is happening. Truly Devious makes a surprise return, and death revisits Ellingham Academy. 
The past has crawled out of its grave. Someone has gotten away with murder. 

*This book contains mature subject matter. Teacher Book Talks 

https://www.oxfordlearning.com/summer-learning-loss-and-how-to-prevent-it/
https://flipgrid.com/810d3b3e
https://flipgrid.com/810d3b3e


 

*Girl Made of Stars by Ashley Herring Blake 
Genre: Contemporary Young Adult 
 
"I need Owen to explain this. Because yes, I do know that Owen would never do that, but I also 
know Hannah would never lie about something like that." 
 
Mara and Owen are about as close as twins can get. So when Mara's friend Hannah accuses Owen 
of rape, Mara doesn't know what to think. Can the brother she loves really be guilty of such a 
violent crime? Torn between the family she loves and her own sense of right and wrong, Mara is 
feeling lost, and it doesn't help that things have been strained with her ex-girlfriend and best 
friend since childhood, Charlie. 
 
As Mara, Hannah, and Charlie navigate this new terrain, Mara must face a trauma from her own 
past and decide where Charlie fits in her future. With sensitivity and openness, this timely novel 
confronts the difficult questions surrounding consent, victim blaming, and sexual assault. 

 

These Witches Don’t Burn by Isabel Sterling 
Genre: Young Adult Fantasy 
 
Hannah's a witch, but not the kind you're thinking of. She's the real deal, an Elemental with the power to 
control fire, earth, water, and air. But even though she lives in Salem, Massachusetts, her magic is a secret 
she has to keep to herself. If she's ever caught using it in front of a Reg (read: non-witch), she could lose it. 
For good. So, Hannah spends most of her time avoiding her ex-girlfriend (and fellow Elemental Witch) Veronica, 
hanging out with her best friend, and working at the Fly by Night Cauldron selling candles and crystals to 
tourists, goths, and local Wiccans. 
 
But dealing with her ex is the least of Hannah's concerns when a terrifying blood ritual interrupts the 
end-of-school-year bonfire. Evidence of dark magic begins to appear all over Salem, and Hannah's sure it's the 
work of a deadly Blood Witch. The issue is, her coven is less than convinced, forcing Hannah to team up with 
the last person she wants to see: Veronica. 
 
While the pair attempt to smoke out the Blood Witch at a house party, Hannah meets Morgan, a cute new 
ballerina in town. But trying to date amid a supernatural crisis is easier said than done, and Hannah will have 
to test the limits of her power if she's going to save her coven and get the girl, especially when the attacks on 
Salem's witches become deadlier by the day. 

 

After the Shot Drops by Randy Ribay 
Genre: Young Adult Sports Fiction 
 
Bunny and Nasir have been best friends forever, but when Bunny accepts an athletic scholarship 
across town, Nasir feels betrayed. While Bunny tries to fit in with his new, privileged peers, Nasir 
spends more time with his cousin, Wallace, who is being evicted. Nasir can’t help but wonder why the 
neighborhood is falling over itself to help Bunny when Wallace is in trouble. 
 
When Wallace makes a bet against Bunny, Nasir is faced with an impossible decision—maybe a 
dangerous one.   
  
Told from alternating perspectives, After the Shot Drops is a heart-pounding story about the 
responsibilities of great talent and the importance of compassion. 

*This book contains mature subject matter. Teacher Book Talks 

https://flipgrid.com/810d3b3e


 

Wilder Girls by Rory Power 
Genre: Young Adult Mystery 
 
It's been eighteen months since the Raxter School for Girls was put under quarantine. Since the 
Tox hit and pulled Hetty's life out from under her. 
 
It started slow. First the teachers died one by one. Then it began to infect the students, turning 
their bodies strange and foreign. Now, cut off from the rest of the world and left to fend for 
themselves on their island home, the girls don't dare wander outside the school's fence, where the 
Tox has made the woods wild and dangerous. They wait for the cure they were promised as the Tox 
seeps into everything. 
 
But when Byatt goes missing, Hetty will do anything to find her, even if it means breaking 
quarantine and braving the horrors that lie beyond the fence. And when she does, Hetty learns 
that there's more to their story, to their life at Raxter, than she could have ever thought true. 

 

Ray vs. The Meaning of Life by Michael F. Stewart 
Genre: Young Adult Humor Contemporary 
 
Grandma’s Last Will and Testament names Ray to inherit the trailer park. It’s a million-dollar 
estate with one hitch: to prove he’s not as aimless as he seems, Ray must discover the meaning of 
life by the end of the month. (She left the answer in an envelope.) If he fails, the camp goes to his 
estranged family. 
 
How does anyone find the meaning of life while running a park full of misfit miners, would-be truck 
racers, and one demanding little girl? There’s a bear too. A grizzly. Maybe that’ll help? 

 

*The Song of Achilles by Madeline Miller 
Genre: Mythological Fiction 
 
Greece in the age of heroes. Patroclus, an awkward young prince, has been exiled to the court of 
King Peleus and his perfect son Achilles. By all rights their paths should never cross, but Achilles 
takes the shamed prince as his friend, and as they grow into young men skilled in the arts of war 
and medicine their bond blossoms into something deeper - despite the displeasure of Achilles' mother 
Thetis, a cruel sea goddess. But then word comes that Helen of Sparta has been kidnapped. Torn 
between love and fear for his friend, Patroclus journeys with Achilles to Troy, little knowing that 
the years that follow will test everything they hold dear. 
 
Profoundly moving and breathtakingly original, this rendering of the epic Trojan War is a dazzling 
feat of the imagination, a devastating love story, and an almighty battle between gods and kings, 
peace and glory, immortal fame and the human heart. 

*This book contains mature subject matter. Teacher Book Talks 

https://flipgrid.com/810d3b3e


 

They Called Us Enemy by by George Takei, Justin Eisinger, Steven Scott, 
and Harmony Becker 
Genre: Graphic Novel Memoir 
 
Long before George Takei braved new frontiers in Star Trek, he woke up as a four-year-old boy to 
find his own birth country at war with his father's -- and their entire family forced from their home 
into an uncertain future. 
 
In 1942, at the order of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, every person of Japanese descent on the 
west coast was rounded up and shipped to one of ten "relocation centers," hundreds or thousands 
of miles from home, where they would be held for years under armed guard. 
 
They Called Us Enemy is Takei's firsthand account of those years behind barbed wire, the joys and 
terrors of growing up under legalized racism, his mother's hard choices, his father's faith in 
democracy, and the way those experiences planted the seeds for his astonishing future. 

 

*The Upside of Unrequited by Becky Albertailli 
Genre: Young Adult Contemporary 
 
Seventeen-year-old Molly Peskin-Suso knows all about unrequited love—she’s lived through it 
twenty-six times. She crushes hard and crushes often, but always in secret. Because no matter 
how many times her twin sister, Cassie, tells her to woman up, Molly can’t stomach the idea of 
rejection. So she’s careful. Fat girls always have to be careful. 
 
Then a cute new girl enters Cassie’s orbit, and for the first time ever, Molly’s cynical twin is a 
lovesick mess. Meanwhile, Molly’s totally not dying of loneliness—except for the part where she is. 
Luckily, Cassie’s new girlfriend comes with a cute hipster-boy sidekick. Will is funny and flirtatious 
and just might be perfect crush material. Maybe more than crush material. And if Molly can win him 
over, she’ll get her first kiss and she’ll get her twin back. 
 
There’s only one problem: Molly’s coworker Reid. He’s an awkward Tolkien superfan with a season 
pass to the Ren Faire, and there’s absolutely no way Molly could fall for him. Right? 

 

Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams 
Genre: Science Fiction 
 
Seconds before the Earth is demolished to make way for a galactic freeway, Arthur Dent is plucked 
off the planet by his friend Ford Prefect, a researcher for the revised edition of The Hitchhiker's 
Guide to the Galaxy who, for the last fifteen years, has been posing as an out-of-work actor. 
 
Together this dynamic pair begin a journey through space aided by quotes from The Hitchhiker's 
Guide ("A towel is about the most massively useful thing an interstellar hitchhiker can have") and a 
galaxy-full of fellow travelers: Zaphod Beeblebrox—the two-headed, three-armed ex-hippie and 
totally out-to-lunch president of the galaxy; Trillian, Zaphod's girlfriend (formally Tricia 
McMillan), whom Arthur tried to pick up at a cocktail party once upon a time zone; Marvin, a 
paranoid, brilliant, and chronically depressed robot; Veet Voojagig, a former graduate student 
who is obsessed with the disappearance of all the ballpoint pens he bought over the years. 

*This book contains mature subject matter. Teacher Book Talks 

https://flipgrid.com/810d3b3e


 

*I Have the Right To: A High School Survivor's Story of Sexual 
Assault, Justice, and Hope by Chessy Prout 
Genre: Memoir 
 
The numbers are staggering: nearly one in five girls ages fourteen to seventeen have been the victim of a 
sexual assault or attempted sexual assault. This is the true story of one of those girls. 
 
In 2014, Chessy Prout was a freshman at St. Paul’s School, a prestigious boarding school in New Hampshire, 
when a senior boy sexually assaulted her as part of a ritualized game of conquest. Chessy bravely reported 
her assault to the police and testified against her attacker in court. Then, in the face of unexpected 
backlash from her once-trusted school community, she shed her anonymity to help other survivors find their 
voice. 
 
This memoir is more than an account of a horrific event. It takes a magnifying glass to the institutions that 
turn a blind eye to such behavior and a society that blames victims rather than perpetrators. Chessy’s story 
offers real, powerful solutions to upend rape culture as we know it today. Prepare to be inspired by this 
remarkable young woman and her story of survival, advocacy, and hope in the face of unspeakable trauma. 

 

A Sense of the World: How a Blind Man Became History's Greatest 
Traveler by Jason Roberts 
Genre: Nonfiction Biography 
 
He was known simply as the Blind Traveler. A solitary, sightless adventurer, James Holman 
(1786-1857) fought the slave trade in Africa, survived a frozen captivity in Siberia, hunted rogue 
elephants in Ceylon, helped chart the Australian outback; and, astonishingly, circumnavigated the 
globe, becoming one of the greatest wonders of the world he so sagaciously explored. A Sense of 
the World is a spellbinding and moving rediscovery of one of history's most epic lives; a story to 
awaken our own senses of awe and wonder. 

 

The Red Bandanna: A Life, A Choice, A Legacy by Tom Rinaldi 
Genre: Nonfiction Memoir (Make sure you read the red cover book) 
 
One Sunday morning before church, when Welles Crowther was a young boy, his father gave him a red 
handkerchief for his back pocket. Welles kept it with him that day and just about every day to come; it became 
a fixture and his signature. 
 
A standout athlete growing up in Upper Nyack, New York, Welles was also a volunteer at the local fire 
department along with his father. He cherished the necessity and the camaraderie, the meaning of the role. 
Fresh from college, he took a Wall Street job on the 104th floor of the South Tower of the World Trade 
Center, but the dream of becoming a firefighter with the FDNY remained. 
 
When the Twin Towers fell, Welles' parents had no idea what happened to him. In the unbearable days that 
followed, they came to accept that he would never come home. But the mystery of his final hours persisted. 
Eight months after the attacks, however, Welles' mother read a news account from several survivors, badly 
hurt on the 78th floor of the South Tower, who said they and others had been led to safety by a stranger 
carrying a woman on his back down nearly 20 flights of stairs. After leading them down, the young man turned 
around. "I'm going back up" was all he said.  
 
The survivors didn't know his name, but despite the smoke and panic, one of them remembered a single detail 
clearly: The man was wearing a red bandanna. 

*This book contains mature subject matter. Teacher Book Talks 

https://flipgrid.com/810d3b3e


 

*The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo 
Genre: Young Adult in Verse 
 
Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her body 
grew into curves, she has learned to let her fists and her fierceness do the talking. 
 
But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she pours all her frustration and passion onto the 
pages of a leather notebook, reciting the words to herself like prayers—especially after she 
catches feelings for a boy in her bio class named Aman, who her family can never know about. With 
Mami’s determination to force her daughter to obey the laws of the church, Xiomara understands 
that her thoughts are best kept to herself. 
 
So when she is invited to join her school’s slam poetry club, she doesn’t know how she could ever 
attend without her mami finding out, much less speak her words out loud. But still, she can’t stop 
thinking about performing her poems. 
 
Because in the face of a world that may not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to be silent. 

 

*In the Electric Mist with Confederate Dead by James Lee Burke 
Genre: Mystery Thriller 
 
When Hollywood invades New Iberia Parish to film a Civil War epic, restless specters waiting in the 
shadows for Louisiana detective Dave Robicheaux are reawakened—ghosts of a history best left 
undisturbed. Hunting a serial killer preying on the lawless young, Robicheaux comes face-to-face 
with the elusive guardians of his darkest torments— who hold the key to his ultimate salvation . . . 
or a final, fatal downfall. 

 

The Woman Who Walked in Sunshine by Alexander McCall Smith 
Genre: Mystery Thriller 
 
Mma Ramotswe must contend with her greatest challenge yet—a vacation! 
 
Business is slow at the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency, so slow in fact that for the first time in her estimable 
career Precious Ramotswe has reluctantly agreed to take a holiday. The promise of a week of uninterrupted 
peace is short-lived, however, when she meets a young boy named Samuel, a troublemaker who is himself in some 
trouble. Once she learns more about Samuel’s sad story, Mma Ramotswe feels compelled to step in and help him 
find his way out of a bad situation. 
 
Despite this unexpected diversion, Mma Ramotswe still finds herself concerned about how the agency is faring 
in her absence. Her worries grow when she hears that Mma Makutsi is handling a new and rather complicated 
case. A well-respected Botswanan politician is up for a major public honor, and his reputation is now being 
called into question by his rivals. The man’s sister has contacted the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency to 
investigate these troubling claims, but, as in so many cases, all is not as it seems. In the end, the investigation 
will affect everyone at the agency and will also serve as a reminder that ordinary human failings should be 
treated with a large helping of charity and compassion. 

 
 
 

   
*This book contains mature subject matter. Teacher Book Talks 

https://flipgrid.com/810d3b3e


Advanced Placement Summer Reading 
*** Please see AP teachers on specific assignment *** 

 
AP Language and Composition 
See the following assignment sheet. The writing assignment and book options appear on this assignment sheet. 
 

AP LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION ASSIGNMENT SHEET 

AP Literature and Composition 

 

*In the Electric Mist with Confederate Dead by James Lee Burke 
Genre: Mystery Thriller 
 
When Hollywood invades New Iberia Parish to film a Civil War epic, restless specters waiting in the 
shadows for Louisiana detective Dave Robicheaux are reawakened—ghosts of a history best left 
undisturbed. Hunting a serial killer preying on the lawless young, Robicheaux comes face-to-face 
with the elusive guardians of his darkest torments— who hold the key to his ultimate salvation . . . 
or a final, fatal downfall. 

 

*This book contains mature subject matter. Teacher Book Talks 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fXpAXW8Ok-fLCgEv14XT3ihTNJRebjfOjWi9WiyPVog/edit?usp=sharing
https://flipgrid.com/810d3b3e

